
414

Mar. 8 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 2000

Rolland, who died after she was shot by 6-year-
old classmate Dedrick Owens in Mount Morris
Township, MI; and her mother and stepfather,

Veronica and Michael McQueen. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of this
interview.

Message to the Congress Transmitting the National Money Laundering
Strategy
March 8, 2000

To the Congress of the United States:
As required by the provisions of section 2(a)

of Public Law 105–310 (18 U.S.C. 5341(a)(2)),

I transmit herewith the National Money Laun-
dering Strategy for 2000.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
March 8, 2000.

Remarks on Medicare Prescription Drug Benefit Legislation and an
Exchange With Reporters
March 9, 2000

The President. Thank you very much. Good
morning. Thank you, Senator Daschle. Thank
you, Senator Akaka, Senator Breaux, Senator
Bryan, Senator Dorgan, Senator Sarbanes, and
Senator Wyden, for joining us today. And thank
you, Secretary Shalala, for the leading role
you’ve played in the development of our pro-
posal to provide a voluntary prescription drug
benefit for seniors under Medicare.

Minimum Wage Legislation
I want to make a few comments on Senator

Daschle’s very fine statement and the principles
he outlined. But first I’d like to say a word
about another debate going on in the House
today over the minimum wage. Once again, the
Republican leadership has derailed what should
be a simple vote on the minimum wage, with
a maximum of political maneuvering. The vote
is yet to be taken, but we all know the results
are already in. The special interests will win,
and the national interests will wait.

We will raise the minimum wage but not with
the Republican bill that stacks the deck against
our workers. It is loaded with poison pills that
penalize workers and with risky tax cuts that
threaten our prosperity and the future of Social
Security and Medicare.

The combined actions of the majority in the
House and the Senate on all their tax cuts is
now far in excess of what I have recommended
and in excess of what we can afford and still
pay down the debt and reform Social Security
and Medicare and continue to invest in edu-
cation.

Congress should send me a bill I can sign,
not one I’ll have to veto, a clean, straightforward
bill that raises the minimum wage by a dollar
over 2 years. If you remember the incredible
day we had yesterday with Cheryl Costas, there
are 10 million people that deserve this, and they
ought to get it.

By the end of the day, two things will be
clear about the minimum wage: We do have
the votes to pass it, but the Republicans still
have the votes to kill it. Today’s vote, however,
is not the final word, and I will continue to
work with a bipartisan majority in the Congress
that supports a real increase in the minimum
wage.

Medicare Prescription Drug Benefit
Now, with regard to the statement Senator

Daschle just made, the Senate Democrats have
come today to say that they are together on
principles for a voluntary Medicare prescription
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